BPiA Chairman’s Monthly Report February 2010


GREAT NEWS
The ECHR’s Grand Chamber will hand down its verdict on our case

Carson & Others v The UK Government

On Tuesday March 16th in Strasbourg at 11.30 AM 

The equivalent time in NSW, ACT, Victoria and Tasmania is 9.30 PM, 

in South Australia and Northern Territory 9 PM,

while in Queensland 8.30 PM and in Western Australia 6.30 PM.

Full access to the decision will be achieved via www.echr.coe.int after 11.30 AM

or the list of cases via www.echr.coe.int/echr/en/header/the+court/the+grand+chamber
BPiA’s Current Activities 
Since CHOGM was held at end November 2009 we have tried to establish whether PM Kevin Rudd or Stephen Smith [Foreign Minister] made any attempts, as requested, to spread our message at CHOGM, especially among the smaller Caribbean nations. This we felt could help bring the British Government to its senses on this matter. Finally, late in February, it was revealed by Minister Jenny Macklin, by way of a note to us dated Mid January and previously not received, that nothing was apparently mentioned at CHOGM. This it is claimed was because other issues were regarded by the Australian team as of greater concern, e.g. global warming and people smuggling. So our appeal by an organisation representing almost 250,000 voters was not considered to be worth a mention at CHOGM! It is for you to decide whether you are satisfied with the PM’s decision on this matter, especially when those of us who have a vote in Australia do so in the upcoming Federal election.    

Towards the end of February I was invited to and attended a lunch with some BERIA members. These are British Expat Retirees in Australia who have generally made full contributions to the UK National Insurance [NI] scheme and have chosen to retire in Australia, many to be with their younger children. Would you believe even though they have to pay tax in the UK still they do not receive indexation on their UK age pensions? 

The purpose of the meeting was to bring them up-to-date with what has been happening with our case to achieve pension indexing. Like us all most are outraged at the continuing attitude of the UK Government in regards to non-indexing of our pensions and many are finding it more difficult to survive here financially as the £ weakens against the Aux$. They were advised by me of the excellent work being done by John Markham in London in developing and implementing a strategy to progress our cause after the ECHR decision is handed down. Our reception by the BERIA attendees was very satisfactory. Several good questions were asked and answered, to their satisfaction. 

Probably the key concern these BERIA members had was; What if we win at Strasbourg, can the UK Government take no notice? Our response had been covered in the latest edition of Justice, the Canadians’ Newsletter, a copy of which I received just a few days prior to this meeting. Paraphrasing Justice’s editorial it covered this matter by writing, from the ECHR’s own website that: 
· “As signatory to the European Convention on Human Rights the UK is committed to abide by the final judgement of the ECHR. This obliges HM’s Government to take measures in favour of successful applicants to put an end to any human rights violations that applicant, like us, have suffered, to erase the consequences and to prevent similar violations occurring”.  “Monitoring of remedies is made by the Council of Europe, specifically the Committee of Ministers, composed of the Foreign Ministers of the 47 member States in Europe [this is more states than the EU]. This committee will review the situation until HM’s Government provides evidence they have taken adequate remedial action and awarded just satisfaction. This committee will review HM Government’s actions and will not sign-off on the case until satisfied sufficient action has been implemented. If a signatory refuses to honour the Convention it is not welcome in the Council of Europe. Should The UK take adverse action it would be a diplomatic disaster for the UK. The UK has a good record of compliance with ECHR judgements.”           
At the end of February The Consortium’s campaign to publicise our outrage about the UK Government’s attitude to our pensions commenced with an article in the UK; firstly in the Sunday Express and then in the International Express, which is published across the world. The Australian edition of the International Express on Tuesday February 23rd carried a massive headline;- 
ELECTION HOPE FOR PENSIONS CAMPAIGN

Ex-pats call for action from politicians
This campaign is being managed by PR consultants Champollion with John Markham’s assistance. More news articles in various papers are expected as we approach the British general election, tipped for early May.
While on the subject of the UK’s General Election, we would hope and encourage all members who have arrived in the past 15 years and therefore have a vote, to register and vote. We gather the numbers who do register and vote are pitiful and although you will most likely have to vote by proxy it is not difficult to register. This is best done by going to the website www.conservativesabroad.org and at the home page, is a link to the British election registration form.
Meanwhile, together with other Consortium members we have been asked to encourage our members to approach their relatives in the UK to promote the cause by writing to their local MPs outlining the unfairness of the British Government approach to pension payments to us in the Commonwealth states. A model letter has been developed which we will send you by asking for a copy via BPiA@people.net.au
BPiA membership matters
BPiA continues to attract and assist new members comprehend the new pension rules which come into operation as of April 6th 2010. As a result membership continues to rise, albeit slowly, but we now number 9943, an increase of 84 in 6 weeks. However, having regards to the 250,000 British age pensioners in Australia our membership numbers are poor. We are now asking existing members to make every effort to help us double membership as soon as possible, to help fund the considerable expense we anticipate we’ll incur with our forthcoming campaign to convince the British government to amend its regulations in our favour. To do this if every member was to encourage just 2 new members to join BPiA, that would help boost membership dramatically. An application form is available at our website www.bpia.org.au which can be printed and have potential new members use to have them join us. 
We have continued to have many successes in assisting older members increase their pensions through the DNE project, which we understand remains open until end March 2010. This project applies however only to men born between 6 April 1933 and 24 October 1939 or women born between 6 April 1938 and 24 October 1944. If any reader falls into either of those groupings and have not paid voluntary contributions for any of the UK tax years commencing 6 April 1996 and 6th April 2001, then please contact me, jimtilley@bigpond.com, before end March 2010 and I will try to have them registered into the DNE project to increase their pension, in most cases at no cost.     

The International Consortium’s activities 

John Markham, one of the Consortium’s committee members, has continued with his busy schedule of activities in London where he has been engaged in discussions with Champollion, our chosen PR experts, to help in managing our campaign. We have also been asked to provide, for him, any stories of people who are finding it tough going under the current financial circumstances, with the depreciating £ in particular, including any people who may be finding it necessary to return to The UK soon. Once again please provide any stories of such tragic circumstances to us at bpia@people.net.au. These examples will be sent to John Markham to see if we can use them to help our fight for eventual pension justice. Peoples’ identities will be strictly respected, if requested.  
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