BPiA Chairman’s Monthly Report March 2010


Most of us know by now that the ECHR decision went against us 11 -6.

Cutting through all the reading in the judgement, our case failed for one main reason, this being, we are not in an analogous [similar] position to British expats living in nations where their pensions are indexed. These nations include the European Economic Area which is the extended EU nations, including Spain, Italy, France, Germany, Norway and Switzerland etc; also those living now in the USA, the Philippines, Barbados, Jamaica and all the other nations which number about 50 worldwide.

We were disappointed with the ECHR result of course, but in some ways we now feel even more hardened against the British Government and both the major political parties and it has been decided by us in BPiA and the Canadian Alliance of British Pensioners [CABP] to fight on with a political campaign ahead of the General Election and beyond. As for the South Africans, at this time we are not too sure as to their intentions. Their British pensioner population is generally older than ours in Australia and perhaps more financially exhausted from the long fight they have waged to date with fewer newcomers adding to their numbers. Our BPiA association is currently encouraging many new members to join the fight by helping them with pension claims and showing some of the others how they have been able in the recent years to add to their pensions, albeit frozen, by taking advantage of the now expired Deficiency Notice Exercise. This allowed many to boost their UK pension, in several cases for no payment; in fact many have received a nice lump sum from the Pension Service too.

The Consortium’s strategy for the upcoming UK General Election is to engage the PR consultancy Champollion, who helped with publicity both prior to and after the ECHR decision. The outcome of their expertise has resulted in many newspaper articles and some good TV and radio interviews, in some of which I was personally engaged. Some of these came courtesy the PR Company, Reputation, who we engaged in Sydney to help us with our own publicity in Australia and we may use them in the future, more to help us in publicising our future aims and in that way to encourage greater BPiA membership and hence funds to help maintain the pressure on politicians in the UK and Australia.  

Any chance of taking further legal action has been “put to bed” for now, although there were some thoughts initially of taking some technical matters back to Court. E.g. our barrister was of the opinion that some aspects of our original claims were not satisfactorily covered in the decision. It has since been decided to leave this option on hold, perhaps for further discussion in the future, should the opportunity and need arise. 

So for now we are asking members to help us in a few ways;- 

1. By writing to friends and relatives in the UK, asking them to explain to their potential British MPs, during the General Election campaign, why they should know more about the unfairness of our case. We have a model letter which we will supply to you if you ask us for some ideas by contacting us at BPiA@people.net.au 

2. By each of us undertaking to write to UK MPs and candidates from our old constituencies explaining why we think the British Government is acting immorally and unfairly.

3. By encouraging our own Australian MPs to request Minister, Jenny Macklin, to investigate and negotiate a new reciprocal agreement with the new UK Government, which includes indexing our UK age pensions. This we ask should be done in association, at least, with the Canadian, New Zealand and South African Governments and perhaps involve the smaller Caribbean nations, if they can be encouraged to become engaged in negotiations.

4. Trying to encourage the leaders, Kevin Rudd and Tony Abbott to get involved and speak for us, when they next meet their British counterparts, whenever that may be. 

The International Consortium’s Current Activities

John Markham, continued with his busy schedule of activities in London engaged in discussions with PR experts Champollion, helping manage our campaign. Back home for a rest in Ottawa now he plans to return to London in mid April to manage the General Election stage of the campaign. We have also been asked to provide him, with stories of people who are finding it tough going under the current financial circumstances, with the depreciating £ in particular. These will include any people who may be finding it necessary to return to The UK soon. 

Once again please provide any stories of such tragic circumstances to us at bpia@people.net.au. These examples will be sent to John Markham to see if they can be used to help in our fight for eventual pension justice. Peoples’ identities will be strictly respected, if requested. We have had enquires even from the UK, from people who had high hopes for our success in the ECHR and were planning to migrate, but their hopes are now dashed, until we can convince the British Government to eventually practice what they preach and treat us fairly, as the words from both Party Leaders supposedly tell us
An intense information campaign about the immoral and discriminatory way in which we are being treated is being managed by PR consultants Champollion. More news articles in various British papers are expected as we approach the British General Election, tipped for early May.
While on the subject of the General Election we hope we can persuade all members who have arrived in Australia in the past 15 years and therefore have a potential vote, to register and vote. We understand that the numbers that do register and vote are pitiful and although you will most likely have to vote by proxy it is not difficult to register. This can be best done by going to the website http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/ or www.conservativesabroad.org where there is a link to the voting registration form. The sooner this is done the better. When voting, we suggest that you seriously consider voting for the Liberal Democrat candidate, if there is one, because it appears they are the only party who have indicated their support for our claim, that we are being discriminated against and that the unfair pension rule, which each year is specifically introduced to freeze our pensions, should be removed from British pension regulations.

BPiA membership matters

BPiA continues to assist new members to comprehend the new pension rules which come into operation as of April 6th 2010. As a result membership continues to rise and in March it has risen quite sharply in spite of the adverse ECHR decision perhaps indicating a growing outrage at this issue. Our numbers have breached the 10,000 mark and at April 1st as I write they are now 10,110, an increase of 167 in 4 weeks. However, having regards to the 250,000 British age pensioners in Australia our membership numbers are still poor with much potential for even more members and funds. 

We are now asking existing members to make every effort to help us double our membership as soon as possible, to help fund the considerable expense we anticipate we’ll incur with our forthcoming campaign to convince the British Government to amend its regulations in our favour. To do this every member will be asked to encourage just 2 new members to join BPiA. If successful this would help boost membership dramatically. An application form is available at our website www.bpia.org.au which can be printed to be given to potential new members for their use to have them join us.

We have had some success in assisting older members increase their pensions through the DNE project, which will have closed by 5th April. Following letters published recently in newspapers and senior magazines in South Australia, WA, Victoria’s Mornington Peninsular and earlier in St George and the Sutherland Shire areas of southern Sydney, this project interested many pensioners from those areas in recent weeks, over 150 of whom we have managed to have registered with my contacts in DWP Newcastle for some extra pension, hence an increase in our membership in those States. 

Finally;-Gordon Brown says that the Labour party strives for “A future fair for all”. David Cameron preaches similar ideals [spin]. Let us hope they do eventually practice this fairness that they continually but so far hypocritically preach. 

Jim Tilley, 

Hon Chairman, British Pensions in Australia,    

Woronora Heights NSW                                                                                      April 2nd 2010 
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